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Dr. Burne if the ordinary treatment of in-
flammation of the coecum consisted in the
administration of calomel and opium with
saline purgatives ?

Dr. BURNT had usually adopted this treat-
ment, with the best success. Saline purga-
tives he had found more effectual than thpse
of a more drastic quality, and more success-
ful in relieving that feeling of desire which
patients with coecal disease suffered from, of
having more and more evacuations. Calo-
mel and opium were exceedingly useful in
the disease.
Mr. MACILWAIN had asked the question

respecting saline purgatives because his ex-
perience respecting their use in cases of

strangulated hernia, had led him to believe
that they were very often productive of in-
flammation. Cases in which irritation ex-
isted in the coecum, might, by the use of
saline purgatives, be converted into cases of
inflammation. As the paper might admit of
much discussion, he would merely throw
out a hint as to the propriety of adjourning
the debate till the next meeting.

Dr. P. N. KINGSTON said it would be
curious to inquire into the state of the in-
testine in those cases of inflammation and
ulceration of the coecum and its appendix
which recovered. He had met with cases
bearing upon the point. A young woman
affected with continued fever recovered, and
was attacked with inflammation of the mem-
branes of the brain. Two months after con-
valescence from this disease she died from
an attack of erysipelas of the face. In this
case there was complete perforation of the
sigmoid flexure of the colon. Adhesion had
taken place and obliterated the perforation,
which had been one-third of an inch in circum-
ence. There was no symptom of existing
disease. In the second case the patient died
from disease of the chest. On examining the
outer surface of the jejunum he observed a
small, perfectly transparent spot, and on
cutting into it, found it was the peritoneal
tunic of the intestine, the mucous and mus-
cular tissues being entirely gone. The peri-
toneal coat was perfectly transparent and
natural, and there was no trace of inflamma-
tion around. In these two cases it would

appear that there had been a healing of
ulcerative perforation in the jejunum and
sigmoid flexure. ,

It was now a quarter past ten, and Dr.
Bright rose to adjourn the Society, when
Dr. WATSON said, it was to be regretted

that the discussion should be so brief as at
the present meeting. The chief object of
the Society was the discussion of papers
read before the members. The clashing of
opinions was useful. The patience of mem-
bers was exhausted by the reading of long
papers on which there was no discussion.
Mr. ARNOTT agreed with the last speaker,

that the most important object of the Society
was a discussion of the papers brought for-

ward. It had been usual, in cases of long
papers, which there was not time to dis.

cuss, for the President to keep the chair
until eleven o’clock. The adjournment of
the discussion to a future evening would
make the Society a mere arena for debate,
which it was desirable to avoid. Members
did not come to hear papers simply read,
they could peruse them, when printed, at
home. They came to the Society for the pur-
pose of hearing the conversation which took
place.

Dr. BRIGHT would willingly sit in the
chair until eleven o’clock, if a motion was
made and carried to that effect. He had
seen one or two members depart, and had
risen to adjourn the Society.
No motion being made the Society ad-

journed.

 Dr. Burne’s paper occupied one hour
in reading, leaving only twenty minutes for
discussion.&mdash;REP. L.
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DELIRIUM TREMENS-THE MAN FOUND DEAD IN

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH.

A CONVERSATION took place on the often-
discussed subject of delirium tremens, in
which nothing novel or striking was elicit-
ed. It was generally agreed that the affec-
tion improperly termed delirium tremens,
differed in respect to its cause and treat-

ment ; it might be the result of the abstrac-
tion of spirituous liquors, or arise from the
constant irritation produced by their use;
or it might come on in persons of the most
temperate habits from great mental affliction.
An exquisite case of delirium tremens was
related in which the exciting cause was
" love and not liquor." The pathology dif-
fered ; marks of inflammation might exist,
or the brain might be apparently in "per-
fect health." The treatment must be regu-
lated according to the indications presented.
Dr. A. T. THOMSON considered that deli-

rium tremens required a peculiar habit of
body in the affected person, similar, per-
haps, to the hysterical diathesis in women.

DEATH FROM CARBONIC ACID.-QUANTITY OF

POISON GIVEN OUT FROM CHARCOAL

STOVES.-WHAT IS THE MINIMUM QUANTITY

OF CARBONIC ACID IN THE ATMOSPHERE

WHICH WILL DESTROY LIFE?&mdash;REMARKABLE
CASES OF POISONING BY THIS AGENT.

Mr. SNOW asked Dr. G. Bird if, in the
statement he had made to the Society at the
last meeting, that from eight to ten per cent.
of carbonic acid gas in the atmosphere would
be fatal to life, he meant that quantity of
gas mixed with the atmosphere in experi-
ment, or arising from a brewer’s vat, or
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when produced by respiration, or by the was no proof, however, that the gas could
burning of a stove? be absorbed by the lungs, and the fact that

Dr. BIRD replied, that as few persons had we were giving it out from them every
had experience with respect to cases of poi- minute of our lives, offered a strong pre-
soning by carbonic acid, we were guided in sumption to the contrary. Thirdly. That a
the expression of our opinions by the experi- person having his body inclosed in carbonic
ments of others, or those performed by our- acid, and breathing the natural atmosphere,
selves, and these experiments had led to the suffered from disagreeable sedative effects.
conclusion that an atmosphere impregnated Now, the gas might be absorbed by the
with from eight to ten per cent. of carbonic skin, and not by the lungs. Dr. Edwards,
acid, would be destructive to life. He did of Paris, had, indeed, fully proved that a
not wish, at the present moment, to enter on certain extent of respiration was performed
the subject, as he was pursuing a series of by the skin, and the mere suspension of this
experiments which he trusted would throw function would produce the effects alluded
some light on it. to. Judging from his (Mr. S.’s) own feel-

Mr. SNOW had asked the question be- ings,when respiring an artificial atmosphere,
cause neither Christison, Orfila, nor any it made no difference whether a portion of
of the numerous authors to whom he had carbonic acid was present or not, provided
referred, made a distinction between the the quantity of oxygen was the same. He
two cases. He was prepared to show there hdd also found that the presence or absence
was a very wide difference. Death, he of carbonic acid exerted little or no influence
believed, in neither case arose from any over the combustion of a common candle,
sedative effect of carbonic acid gas, but when the oxygen remained the same. On
from the diminished quantity of oxygen in a comparing his own experiments on combus-
given volume of air ; the lungs, as was tion, with those of Dr. Edwards on animals,
known, were capable of extracting only a he had found that animals would live in an
certain portion of the oxygen from another atmosphere containing much less oxygen
gas, owing to the affinity which one gas than was required to support a burning
bore to another. Now, when charcoal was candle ; yet Dr. Christison relates the case
burnt, or the gas was given out by respira- of a girl who fell insensible in a beer cellar,
tion, the gas was formed at the expence of while a candle continued to burn. This
the oxygen of the air, and hence it must fact illustrated the difference which consti-
follow that an atmosphere containing a tution exercises over the effects of poisons.
given quantity of carbonic acid gas arising Dr. Reid, at the late meeting of the British
from these causes, would be equally delete- Association, had stated that ten per cent.
rious with one in which there were five of carbonic acid gas caused uneasy feelings
times the quantity introduced by simple in the dark, though it could be well sup-
mixture. Tables were now shown to prove ported in a strong light. Two per cent.,
that about one and two-thirds per cent. of as he (Mr. S.) had shown, produced from a
carbonic acid gas, produced by the burning burning stove, would equal the ten per cent.
of charcoal, formed an atmosphere in which by mixture. Dr. Christison had shown that
the oxygen was as much diminished as persons would die of apoplexy in an atmo-
though eight per cent. of the carbonic acid sphere which produced no disagreeable feel-
gas had been introduced into it by simple ings at first ; an atmosphere, then, in which
mixture; it would hence follow that, for the charcoal has been burning, containing but a
production of an atmosphere equal, as re- very small quantity of the gas, would be
garded oxygen, to one in which eight or ten sufficient to cause death ; he (Mr. Snow)
per cent. of carbonic acid gas was formed had that evening inhaled a mixture of ten,
from the burning of a stove, the large quan- twenty, and forty per cent. of the gas with
tities of more than thirty-seven and forty- common air, and it had not even produced
eight per cent. must be added by simple irritation of the fauces. He considered the
mixture. The reasons why carbonic acid statement in Dr. Thomson’s " Materia
gas was supposed to have a sedative effect Medica" would be found correct, that when
were chiefly these :-First. Collard De carbonic acid was pure it produced closure
Martiny had found that, when he substituted of the glottis, and that this effect could be
carbonic acid gas for the nitrogen of the produced when the gas was mixed with an
atmosphere, animals perished in the short equal bulk of common air.
space of two minutes in a mixture contain- Dr. GOLDING BIRD considered the physio-
ing one volume of oxygen and four volumes logical effects of carbonic acid gas would
of carbonic acid. Death in this case would, be the same when the quantity was similar,
however, arise from the mere pungent effect whether the gas was added to the atmo-
of the large quantity of the carbonic acid on sphere, or the atmosphere was reduced of
the glottis, producing its closure, and, con- its oxygen by the combustion of charcoal.
sequently, asphyxia. Secondly. That when One important deduction was to be obtained
a solution of the gas was taken into the from the observations of Mr. Snow : if, for
stomach, as in soda-water, its absorption instance, in a small chamber, containing
sometimes produced sedative effects ; there 110,000 cubic feet of atmosphere, 49 pounds
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of charcoal were to be burnt in 11 or 12
hours, 1500 cubic feet of oxygen would be
absorbed, and not only this, but 9000 cubic
feet of irrespirable nitrogen would be set free.

Dr. A. T. THOMSON said, it would be

interesting to determine the difference be-
tween the sedative and suffocative influence
of carbonic acid gas. In cases of suicide
by this agent, from the party lying near a
stove in which charcoal was burning, the
gas was taken into the lungs, and death pro-
duced gradually from apoplexy. When
the person was suddenly immersed in an
atmosphere containing the gas the air-pas-
sages closed, and the person died of suffoca-
tion. Dr. Priestly had proved the sedative
power of carbonic acid, for, having burnt
his hand, he placed it in a jar of this gas,
and the pain was instantly relieved.
Mr. S.ow said, the relief obtained in this

case arose, probably, from the removal of
the hand from the irritating influence of the
oxygen of the air, and not from any seda-
tive effect of the gas itself.
Mr. EVERITT thought it would be most

interesting to ascertain, by experiment, how
much less than ten per cent. of carbonic ’,
acid gas in the atmosphere could be breath-
ed for a long time without danger. Saus-
sure had made many thousands of experi-
ments on the atmosphere, taken from high
and low situations, and at all seasons, and
the mean maximum of carbonic acid con-
tained in it was 4 in 10,000. Now, it would
be a point of much importance to determine
how far this quantity could be increased
with impunity ; it was difficult to arrive at
this conclusion. It was said, on the late
inquest, that the atmosphere in the church
contained one per cent. of carbonic acid
only ; yet what an increase was this on the
maximum contained in the natural atmo-

spliere ! Some people were particularly
sensitive with regard to this gas. He had
found, when lecturing at public institutions,
that the gas evolved from a very small char-
coal clzafer so affected two or three ladies
that they were obliged to leave the room;
others had observed this fact as well as

himself, and gentlemen who sat near him
during his lecture had requested him not to
burn charcoal, as it produced headach and
other unpleasant symptoms. He was in-
clined to believe that carbonic acid, obtain-
ed from the burning of charcoal, was more
deleterious than that produced from chalk,
or by fermentation. Now, there was a
wide range between ten per cent. and the
maximum quantity found in the atmo-

sphere. How far beyond this latter could
we safely go ? With regard to himself, he
should be unwilling to increase much the
quantity which Nature had given; he
should be unwilling to breathe an atmo-

sphere containing one per cent. of the gas.
In considering this question he thought we
ought to sail far on the safe side.

! Dr. G. BIRD agreed with Mr. Everitt
that some individuals were much more

readily affected by the gas than others.
Notes of three cases illustrating this he
had in his possession. The first of these
occurred in Farts : two sisters slept together
in a room in which there was charcoal burn-
ing in a chafing-dish; one sister was alire
the following morning, the other dead. In
the second case, a young woman, previously
in good health, with a child, aged two
months, and her husband, slept in a room
in which there was a good-sized chimney;
a chafing-dish, containing burning eharcoal,
was placed near the chimney ; the husband,
on awaking in the morning, found his wife
dead, and the child in a state of asphyxia.
The third case was that of an assistant
apothecary, who filled a warming-pan with
charcoal in a small room in which he was
at work, in a few minutes he became
asphyxiated; a person in the room, perhaps
a little farther off from the warming-pan,
suffered nothing.

In answer to a question,
Mr. EVERITT said, it was a chemical law

that all gases diffused themselves uniformly
if time were allowed for this to take place;
carbonic acid, for instance, evolving from
a brewer’s vat, would, at first, fall to the

ground, but would soon become mixed with
the atmosphere of the room ; the carbonic
acid gas given off from a burning stove,
being of a higher temperature than the sur-
rounding air, would ascend, but the agita-
tion of the air in the room would soon mix
it equally around ; there would be no more
danger close to the stove than away from it,
with the exception that the heat might be
injurious. In all stoves in which there was
not a free ventilation the air of the apart.
ment acquired a greater capacity for mois-
ture, and, unless some artificial means were
resorted to, to correct this, breathing would
become oppressed.
Mr. CHANCE referred to some valuable

experiments on burning charcoal, hy Mr.
Coathupe, which were inserted in a late
Number of THE LANCET.*
Dr. BIRD said that the objection against

stoves not having a free ventilation held
good with respect even to Dr. Arnott’s
invention ; to prevent the excessive dryness
of the air arising from its use, he (Dr. B.)
had adopted a very simple plan, with com-
plete effect ; he had a small flat dish, with
a perforated cover, placed on the top of the
stove; in this dish he placed a piece of
moistened sponge, the evaporation going
on from which rendered the air moist and
pleasant. He agreed with Mr. Everitt
with respect to the admixture of gases in a
small room quickly taking place, and that,
at first, the specifically lighter one, as in the
case of the heated carbonic acid, would

See LANCET, No. 8, ]p. 262.
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ascend ; in &agrave; larger building, such as St. IMichael’s Church, however, as the heated 1
gas had a great number of feet to rise, he
had found, as far as experiments had gone,
that the gas ascended only a few feet, and
then, giving out its caloric, fell downwards.
From one opening in the large stove in the
above church the carbonic acid- might be
caught in a vessel as it was descending ;
of course, however, time, even in this build-
ing, would produce an equable mixture of
the gases.

PROGRESS

OF THE

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

THE following circular has been address-
ed to the medical gentlemen of Nottingham-
shire and the adjacent counties, and it is

leading to the adoption of measures for

forming similar influential and important
branches of the British Association in the
chief county towns of the circle embraced
in the distribution of the address :-

SIR:-A Branch of the BRITISH MEDICAl.
ASSOCIATION having been established for

Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, and the ad-
joining counties, at a meeting of medical
practitioners of this town and neighbour-
hood, held here September 26th, the Com-
mittee direct me. respectfully, to solicit you
to become a member thereof.
The present urgent necessity of defending

and upholding the rights, privileges, and
respectability of our profession-of repress-
ing illegal practitioners-the advantages of
establishing a benevolent fund-of promot-
ing kind and honourable feelings towards
each other&ncedil;together with other important
matters, are too obvious to be more than
alluded to; and such great results are only
to be attained by the moral power of united
exertion and unanimous perseverance.

Illustrative of the practicability of effect-
ing such extensive objects, allow me to re-
mind you that the BRITISH MEDICAL Asso-
CIATION has already succeeded in procuring
every modification, excepting one, of the
New Poor-Law system, which that Asso-
ciation suggested to Government,--a degree
of success which should urge us to con-
tinued efforts.

It is proper to inform you, that of the
annual subscription (which is a guinea),
one-third is devoted to the llenevolent Fund,
for decayed members and their families.
The rules of the Society (to be had of the
Secretary) will further explain the nature
of the Association. I have the honour to
be, Sir, your obedient servant,

HENRY C. ATTENBURROW,
Nottingham. Honorary Secretary.

HENRY C. ATTENBURROW,
Honorary Secretary.

OFFICERS FOR 1838-9.
President.-Dr. J. M. Davidson, Senior

Physician of the General Hospital, Not-
tingham.

Vice-Presidents.
Mr. Wm. Wright, Surgeon to the General

Hospital, Nottingham.
Dr. Howitt, Physician to the General Hos

pital and Dispensary, Nottingham.
Mr. Cooper, Surgeon, Mansfield.
Dr. Hutchinson, Physician to the Gene-

ral Hospital, Nottingham.
Mr. Greeves, Surgeon to the Dispensary,

Nottingham.
Treasurer.&mdash;Mr. R. Davison, Senior Sur,

geon to the Dispensary.
Honorary Secretai-y.-Mr. H. C. Atten-

burrow, Surgeon to the County Gaol.
Committee.

Mr. G.M. White, Surgeon to the Getleral
Hospital.
Mr. Massey, Surgeon to the Dispensary,

and Consulting Surgeon to the Union Hos-
pital.
Mr. Billings ; Mr. Northon Thompson ;

Mr. Orton, Beeston; Mr. Burrows; Mr.
Valentine, Sutton-in-Ashfield.

"EIGHT POUNDS A YEAR!"
MOTE FROM MR. TUCKER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Sin :-Had I been the author of the ad-

vertisement which "MEDICUS "thought wise
to lay before your readers, in the last Num-
ber of THE LANCET, I should have felt de-
graded at beholding it in your Journal.
My 11 blush" would have been a blush of
shame, not of indignation.

I was not the author, nor knew I aught
of it until my attention was drawn to it on
the day of its appearance. "MEDICUS"
would lead your readers to believe that I
am in the habit of issuing advertisements of
a similar nature. I declare, I never, in the
whole course of my practice, sent even one
to a medical journal or a newspaper, nor did
I ever authorise any one to do so for me.
Those who know me, and my sentiments
with regard to medical assistants, will be.
lieve my assertion ; to those who know me
not, I beg to say I possess proofs that I was
not the originator of the one in question.
My motives for withholding the name of the
real advertiser may be divined, they never
will be explained. Suffice it to say, that no
medical man had any hand in the affair. I
am, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. H. TUCKER.
38, Berners-street.Dec. 4, 1838.

Mr. Tucker, we are sure, is too re-
spectable a practitioner to offer an assistant

eight pounds a year, but we are bound to
tell him that the above letter is to us per-

fectly incomprehensible.

J. H. TUCKER.
38, Berners-street, Dec. 4, 1838.


